
A quirk of fate has dictated that Galloway, while one of Scotland’s most
beautiful and accessible destinations, is also one of its least explored.
Don’t be tempted to bypass this area on the motorway or you’ll miss
out on hill and forest walks, gardens, beaches and wildlife to rival
anything further north.
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1. Threave Garden

Close to the charming county

town of Castle Douglas, this

property is open year-round

and is probably best known

for its stunning springtime

display of nearly 200

varieties of daffodil. Threave

House, within the grounds,

has been restored to the

style of its 1930s heyday.

The neighbouring Threave

Estate is an important

wildfowl refuge. (NTS)

2. Bookshops line the
streets of Scotland’s
National Book Town,
Wigtown. Spend an easy
day browsing and burrowing
your way through the
shelves before stopping in a
local coffee shop for
refreshment. One bookshop
provides lunch on-site for
those who really can’t bear
to leave; Reading Lasses
is worth the stop for the
home-made soup alone.
There are around 30 book-
related businesses in this
small community, which
hosts a book fair in May and
a literary festival in early
autumn. 

3. Tolbooth Art Centre,

Kirkcudbright

The wide streets and pastel

coloured houses behind

Kirkcudbright’s sheltered

harbour have been home to

generations of artists, and

continue to attract painters

and craftspeople to this day.

Within the historic Tolbooth

building, dating from 1629,

the town’s art centre

contains an extensive gallery.

Here too is a fascinating

audio-visual presentation

telling the story of the

Kirkcudbright artists.

4. Galloway Kite Trail

Once extinct in Scotland,

the graceful red kite –

identifiable by its swallow-

like tail – has been

successfully reintroduced

into Galloway. Here, many

local businesses and

accommodation providers

have grouped together to

form a Kite Trail, almost

guaranteeing a sighting of

the bird. At the Bellymack

Farm feeding station, at 2pm

every day, you can see up to

30 at once! 

5. Logan Botanic Garden
A fabulous array of bizarre
and beautiful plants flourish
outdoors in Scotland’s most
exotic garden. Warmed by
the North Atlantic Drift, the
property – under the care of
the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh – has a range of
subtropical species including
a number of palm trees,
meaning you may forget
where you actually are!
Honesty box in operation
during winter months, when
there’s still plenty of garden
interest but refreshments and
gift shop are unavailable.
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FCS: Forestry Commission Scotland
NTS: National Trust for Scotland
HS: Historic Scotland

Front cover: Killantringan Bay, Portpatrick
This page: Boats near Kippford, Galloway
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Numbers refer to attractions
listed overleaf.

Places in bold print indicate
accommodation bases.

www.visitdumfriesandgalloway.co.uk

MORE INFORMATION

To view accommodation
in this area, go to
visitscotland.com
or to order the local
accommodation brochure,
call 0845 22 55 121.
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OUTSTANDING VIEWS

HISTORY & HERITAGE

GARDENS OF GALLOWAY

Galloway is renowned for its variety of beautiful
gardens open to the public. From Dunskey
Gardens and Logan Botanic in the west of the
region, softened by the influence of the North
Atlantic Drift, to the more formal and orderly Cally
and Threave Gardens further east, there is much
to explore. While strolling or relaxing in these
havens of peace and calm, keep an eye out for
mischievous red squirrels. Galloway is home to
around one sixth of the British population of these
endangered creatures.

23. The Mull of Galloway is the most southerly point in Scotland. The

striking cliffs of the Mull famously provide views to five kingdoms on a clear

day, namely Scotland, England, Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Kingdom

of Heaven! The RSPB’s visitor centre has video cameras with live links to

the cliffs, so you can see the resident seabirds up close in summer.

24. Kirkcudbright seen from the west across the Dee Estuary –

The true beauty of Kirkcudbright, set around a picturesque harbour which

has inspired generations of artists, is best seen across its neighbouring

estuary, where fishing and pleasure boats are berthed.

25. Isle of Whithorn – walk from the harbour up the hill towards the

cairn where you will get fantastic views to the Isle of Man and across the

Solway on a clear day.

26. Looking up Loch Ken from the south – Among the most scenic of

Scottish lochs, Loch Ken guards the entrance to the Galloway Forest

Park at its eastern flank. A popular centre for watersports and a central

feature of the Galloway Kite Trail, the loch nevertheless offers solitude and

serenity. The abundance of wildlife and the backdrop of steep, forested

slopes ensure you’ll want to return again and again.

Historic Scotland manages many of the

attractions of interest in Dumfries &

Galloway and so offers a money-saving

Regional Explorer Pass. This can be

bought from, and allows entry to, those

properties marked (HS) below.

6. The ruins of two Cistercian houses,

Glenluce Abbey – founded by Roland,

Earl of Galloway in 1192 – and

Dundrennan Abbey – the venue for Mary,

Queen of Scots’ last night on Scottish soil

– are to be found here, the former in

south-west Galloway and the latter south

of Kirkcudbright on the A711. (HS)

7. A massive tower, situated on an island

in the River Dee, Threave Castle was

built by Archibald the Grim in the late

14th century and was later a stronghold of

the Black Douglases. Ring the bell and the

custodian will come over to collect you by

boat. (HS) 

8. South of Creetown on the A75, stop at

Cairnholy, the impressive remains of two

Neolithic chambered cairns. Dating back

to 2000 BC, they are typical of those of

the time found in Galloway. (HS)

9. Bruce’s Stone, a granite boulder

above Loch Trool to commemorate where

Robert the Bruce and his Scottish army

defeated the English in the Battle of

Glentrool in 1307. It is said that Bruce

rested on the boulder after the battle.

10. In the town of Kirkcudbright lies

MacLellan’s Castle, a 16th-century

castellated town house. Built using stone

from an adjoining ruined monastery, it

differs from the majority of Scottish castles

in that it has seen little, if any, hostile

activity. (HS) 

11. Cardoness Castle lies one mile

south of Gatehouse of Fleet, visible from

the A75. The six-storey tower house dates

back to the 15th century and is a real gem

to behold. Be sure to venture up to the

first floor where you’ll discover some fine

stone carvings and indeed, splendid views

over Fleet Bay. (HS)

12. The Whithorn Story unveils the

story of the local community and the part

it played in the evolution of Christianity in

Scotland. The visitor centre includes an

audio-visual presentation, an exhibition

and a hands-on exhibit, as well as a tour

of the excavation site and entry to the

Whithorn Priory & Museum (HS).
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6 A 3, 6 or 10-round ‘Gateway to Golf’

pass is available in the area for a bargain

price. Find out more at any Tourist

Information Centre or call 01387 245566.

20. Wigtownshire County Golf Club

is a true links course situated on the

shores of the scenic Luce Bay. This

course provides a test of golf for both

high and low handicappers. Tel: 01581

300 420.

21. Newton Stewart Golf Club is an

18-hole parkland course set on the fringe

of the Galloway Hills with magnificent

views of Wigtown Bay and Cairnsmore of

Fleet. Visitors are welcome throughout

the year. Confirm tee-times with the

secretary. Tel: 01671 402172.

22. Combine stunning views with a

good test of your golf skills on the 9-hole

parkland course at Gatehouse of Fleet

Golf Club. Tel: 01644 450 260.
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13. Cream o’ Galloway

A famous ice cream

manufacturer and so much

more, the Cream o’

Galloway visitor experience

features a full-scale organic

farm, a production (and

tasting!) area and a visitor

attraction comprising nature

trails, playground, garden

and tearoom.

14. Castle Douglas is a

pretty market town, with a

high street abuzz with

family-run businesses

including delis, butchers and

bakers. Stop for refreshment

at a local hotel, café or

restaurant, or plan your visit

to coincide with one of the

many events throughout the

year. Remember to drop

into the Sulwath Brewery to

learn about the beer-making

process.

15. Bladnoch Distillery,

by Wigtown, is Scotland’s

most southerly distillery,

dating from 1817. Learn

about the traditions of

making whisky and enjoy

the riverside or woodland

walks nearby. £

£

£

16. Dalbeattie Forest – Taking
the Colvend road from the centre
of Dalbeattie, access to the forest
is just outside the town. The
surroundings are home to a wide
array of wildlife, and a 3-mile, fully
interpreted ‘Dalbeattie Squirrel Trail’
provides a good chance of seeing
these popular creatures. (FCS) 

17. The Jubilee Path,
Rockcliffe – Along the so-called
‘Scottish Riviera’, south-west of
Dumfries, the small fishing villages
of Rockcliffe and Kippford are the
jewels in the crown. The Jubilee
Path links the two, and follows this
scenic stretch of coastline, passing
by the ancient hill forts of Castle Hill
and Motte of Mark. The National
Trust for Scotland manages much
of this area for wildlife and
recreation, so interpretation along
the way is of a high standard.
There are also cosy pubs in
Kippford in which you can reward
yourself for your efforts. The route
is around 2 miles one-way. (NTS)

18. Glentrool – For those
seeking a slightly longer walk, head
west to the Galloway Forest Park
and enjoy the astoundingly scenic
circuit of Loch Trool. You could be
forgiven for thinking you’d arrived in
the Highlands as you enter the
glen, situated a few miles north of
Newton Stewart, just off the Girvan

road. The full circuit of the loch is
around 5 miles and should take
about 3 hours in good conditions.
(FCS)

19. The Southern Upland Way
Scotland’s longest waymarked
walking route runs 212 miles from
the west to the east coast,
traversing some beautiful hill
scenery. For those who simply
want a taster, start at Portpatrick,
on the Rhinns of Galloway, and
head up the coast to Killantringan
Lighthouse. Watch out for the
seabirds that make their home
here. Alternatively, try the 8-mile
section between Clatteringshaws
Loch and St Johns Town of Dalry
on the edge of the forest park. 

WALKS GOLFFOOD &
DRINK

In the 18th century, the new peaceful

town of Gatehouse of Fleet was primed

by the cotton baron James Murray to

be the ‘Glasgow of the South’.
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