
With views to take your breath away, it’s little wonder that in days gone by,
the Glasgow aristocracy often chose to venture west for their holidays.
The Firth of Clyde and nearby sea lochs envelop their islands and are in
turn protected by neighbouring peninsulas. Where the eagles and osprey
soar and the deer roam, this is an environment that can be reached
within minutes from Glasgow
and yet feels light years away.

1. Mount Stuart on the
Isle of Bute is the ancestral
home of the Marquesses of
Bute. Its Victorian Gothic
splendour – located a short
distance from the island’s
capital, Rothesay – is an
absolute must for any visitor
to the island. The house is
surrounded by 300 acres of
gloriously maintained
grounds and gardens. Little
wonder that the location
was chosen by top fashion
designer Stella McCartney,
daughter of former Beatle
Sir Paul, for her romantic
Scottish wedding.

2. The Hill House is a real

treat for anyone with an

interest in architecture and

design. Situated in the lovely

spa town of Helensburgh

and acknowledged as a

Charles Rennie Mackintosh

masterpiece, both the

external and internal aspects

of the property were

designed by the much-loved

Scots master, including the

beautiful gardens. Visit the

gallery to see the work of

artists inspired by

Mackintosh. (NTS)

3. Vikingar! in Largs, is an
award-winning visitor centre
that tells the history of the
Vikings in Scotland, built to
commemorate the Battle of
Largs in 1263. Experience
the adventure first-hand as
you are guided through 500
years of history, shown a
Viking Longhouse and taken
to meet the Viking Gods and
Valkyries in Valhalla. Then
take your seat for an amazing
5-screen film presentation
following one Viking family
through generations of
turmoil, battle and adventure.

4. Benmore Botanic
Garden, by Dunoon, is one
of Scotland’s most stunning
gardens. This 150-acre
botanical paradise, situated
in a dramatic Highland
location, has a world-famous
collection of magnificent
conifers, flowering trees and
shrubs including the
spectacular Avenue of Giant
Redwoods. From the
Bhutanese Glade to the
Chilean Rainforest, a visit to
Benmore takes you on a
fascinating journey of the
world’s flora and is also one
of the best places to spot
the area’s native red squirrels.

5. To explore Argyll Forest
Park, start at the Ardgartan
Visitor Centre at the north of
Loch Long. This magnificently
rugged area encompasses
mountain, glen, loch and
woodland and will enthral
any visitor. Stretching from
the western shores of Loch
Lomond to Holy Loch, the
park incorporates the
famous ‘Arrochar Alps’ and
numerous gentle forest walks
and cycle routes. Loch Eck,
a narrow freshwater loch
within steeply banked
woods, is a favourite spot
for trout fishing and picnics.
(FCS) ££££
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DON’T MISS

Kilwinning

Open seasonally

Open year-round
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FCS: Forestry Commission Scotland
NTS: National Trust for Scotland
HS:  Historic Scotland

Due to its proximity to Glasgow, getting to and around this
area is easy. Take your car or check out the train times with
First ScotRail. Call 08457 484950 or visit
www.firstscotrail.co.uk. Caledonian MacBrayne runs
services from Gourock to Dunoon (20 minutes), Wemyss Bay
to Rothesay(35 minutes), Largs to Cumbrae (10 minutes),
Tarbert to Portavadie (25 minutes) and from Colintraive to
Rhubodach (5 minutes). Call 08705 650000 or visit
www.calmac.co.uk. Western Ferries also run a service
from Gourock to Dunoon (20 minutes). Call 01369 704452 
or visit www.western-ferries.co.uk to find out more.

Inveraray and Loch Fyne

Principal photography © Paul Tomkins, VisitScotland/Scottish Viewpoint.
Additional photography: Vikingar!, Forestry Commission Scotland, Coylet Inn, VisitScotland Stirling,
The National Trust for Scotland.
All information checked in July 06. VisitScotland can accept no responsibility for errors.
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listed overleaf.
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MORE INFORMATION

To view accommodation in this
area, go to visitscotland.com or
to order the local accommodation
brochure, call 0845 22 55 121.
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22. The Coylet Inn is a

charming, traditional 17th-century

coaching inn right on the shores

of Loch Eck. The stunning

location, combined with fabulous

home-cooked food and a huge

selection of real ales, make the

Coylet Inn an idyllic, romantic

hideaway.

23. At Cairndow, on the banks

of Loch Fyne, seafood lovers will

find their mecca. The Loch

Fyne Oyster Bar is famous for

its menu crammed with quality

succulent seafood, including tasty

oysters and smoked salmon.

24. Fencebay Smokehouse

& Shop and Fins Restaurant

are located on the A78, just

south of Fairlie. A wide selection

of sumptuous, fresh, smoked

fish and shellfish are available,

with a relaxed and friendly

service. 

25. Mar Hall in Bishopton

offers the epitome of indulgence

for whiling away an afternoon.

Enjoy the aptly named Grand

Hall for your delicious afternoon

tea, including sandwiches,

home-baking, scones and your

choice of speciality teas and

coffees. 

ATTRACTIONS

11. The Kyles of
Bute is a narrow
16-mile stretch of water
separating the Isle of
Bute from Argyll. This is
an area of outstanding
natural beauty which is
best admired from the
viewpoint on the A886
above Colintraive.

12. The well-known
Rest & Be Thankful
viewpoint can be found
4 miles north-west of
Ardgartan on the A83.
It is so named due to its
position at the summit
of a high pass between
Lochs Long and Fyne
where cattle drovers
enjoyed a well-deserved
break after the tough
climb.

13. Only half an hour
from Glasgow, a trip to
the traditional west
coast resort of Largs
offers one of the most
surprisingly beautiful
viewpoints in Scotland.
Allow your jaw to drop
as you feast your eyes
on the islands of Little
and Great Cumbrae,
Bute and Arran.

SAILING

GLORIOUS GARDENS OF ARGYLL & BUTE

18. Located around 5 miles
north of Dunoon, Puck’s
Glen was once part of the
Benmore Estate, where atop
a pavilion stood a statue of
Puck, of Shakespeare’s
‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’. The glen has a
magical, oriental atmosphere,
with way-marked walks
ranging from a gentle
one-mile stroll to the more
challenging, steep four-mile
hike to the area’s main viewpoint. The wooden ravine
with its stunning waterfalls offers superb views at every
turn. (FCS)

19. Ben Arthur, or ‘The Cobbler’ as it is known, is
part of the magnificent ‘Arrochar Alps’ range, and has
a distinctive skyline, with three peaks rising to pierce
the sky. Among Scotland’s most popular mountains, it
requires rock climbing experience to reach the summit.
Those who make it to the top will be well rewarded
with a 360-degree panorama, taking in the Atlantic
Ocean, Loch Lomond and the Trossachs.

20. The West Island Way is the first long-distance
walk on a Scottish island. This is a delightful 30-mile
way-marked walk which leads you right around the Isle
of Bute, taking in some of the island’s stunning scenic
locations. A ranger service is available by contacting
Mount Stuart.

21. Just 20 miles from Glasgow, Clyde Muirshiel
Regional Park has no less than nine visitor sites
covering an area of over 100 square miles across west
central Scotland. The park certainly caters for walkers
with magnificent countryside including woodland,
moorland, lochside and coastal scenery for everyone
to enjoy. Full of history and an abundance of wildlife,
the park is well worth a visit.

The sheltered Firth of Clyde is a wonderful sailing
environment, no matter what your ability. The
protective Cowal and Kintyre peninsulas create a
haven in which you can enjoy the scenery as well
as the exhilaration. Experienced yachtsmen
undertake some of the biggest sailing events in
Britain here, whereas amateur sailors can learn
the ropes at first-class sailing schools at
Rothesay, Largs and Inverkip. Venture to the
National Centre in Cumbrae and you can be
coached in a range of watersports.

See Scotland differently by sailing along the
meandering Crinan Canal. Running from Crinan
on the west coast to Ardrishaig, this nine-mile
stretch passes through the Kilmartin Glen.

26. For a fun day out, go straight to Jail! Inveraray Jail is a fascinating attraction
where visitors can get a taste of criminal life in Victorian times. Stand in the dock,
experience life in a cell and hear stories of what life was like for the unfortunate
prisoners in times gone by. There’s also a thought-provoking exhibition on modern
day life in Scotland’s prisons, based on the infamous Barlinnie.

27. Lochwinnoch RSPB Nature Reserve offers a wide range of wildlife
watching opportunities throughout the year. Spot species such as the great
crested grebe, great spotted woodpecker and whooper swan across the loch
and marshland. Entrance to the Visitor Centre is free with a small charge for
non-members to access the trails. 

28. Vennel Gallery is a restored 18th-century cottage in Irvine and has a
programme of changing exhibitions of contemporary art and crafts. The gallery
includes the Heckling Shop and the Lodging House where Robert Burns worked
and lived in 1781. 

29. Kelburn Castle & Country Centre dates back to the 13th century and is
still lived in by the present Earl of Glasgow and family. The castle is open to the
public in July and August and provides an inspiring background to exotic gardens
and features of historical interest. The Kelburn Glen is often regarded as one of
Scotland’s most beautiful woodlands with its waterfalls and gorges, leading to
spectacular views over the islands of the Firth of Clyde. £

£

£

WALKS FOOD &
DRINK

Argyll is home to a range of fantastic exotic gardens in stunning surroundings, filled with

plants discovered by Victorian botanists, most notably rhododendrons.

6. Ardkinglas Woodland Garden, near Cairndow, contains one of the finest collections

of conifers in Britain. The garden is particularly spectacular in spring and summer, when

its bluebell carpet and extensive collection of rhododendrons are in full bloom. Now a

popular wedding venue, there is much for the visitor to enjoy at any time of the year.

7. Just south of the picturesque town of Inveraray,

Crarae Gardens occupy 50 acres in the truly dramatic

setting of a Highland glen. The gardens are spanned by

several bridges, and contain rocky gorges and cascading

waters, giving an overall flavour of a Himalayan valley.

There is a visitor centre which is open April until

September providing refreshments as well as a gift shop.

(NTS) 

8. Glenarn is a private garden created in the 1920’s and 30’s, famous for its collection

of rhododendrons. The garden lies in a protected hollow with a sloping glen providing

shelter. A large rock garden was built around an old quarry, now an ideal habitat for

primulas and meconopsis. Entry to the garden is free, however, an honesty box is

present for those who wish to make a donation. There is partial disabled access to the

gardens. 

9. Ascog Hall Fernery and Garden is an award-winning Victorian fernery and

enchanting garden which can be found in the lovely setting of the Isle of Bute. The rare

sunken fernery has been fully restored to its original splendour and contains a wealth of

species from across the globe – a real don’t miss for horticultural enthusiasts. Visitors

who take the opportunity to meander round the paths of the garden will be rewarded

with a delightful floral surprise at every corner. Please be aware there is only partial

access for wheelchairs. 

10. Linn Botanic Gardens & Nursery is located near Cove on the Roseneath

peninsula. These gardens provide a haven of tranquillity with splendid views across the

Clyde Estuary, Loch Long and the surrounding hills, as well as a rich and varied

collection of unusual and exotic plants. There are also ponds, fountains, an extensive

water garden and even a glen complete with waterfall. £

£

£
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VIEWS

1814. Located on land which has

been the seat of the notorious

Clan Campbell since the 15th

century, Inveraray Castle was

built in the 18th century and has

a unique fairytale appearance.

Enjoy the stunning art collection

and surrounding grounds.

15. Paisley Abbey stands in

the heart of the town. Dating

back to 1163, and built using

grey stone, the Abbey has a

striking appearance. Twice

damaged by fire, much of the

building remained in ruins until

the late 19th century, when

restoration created one of the

finest churches in Scotland.

16. In its impressive location

atop a volcanic plug surrounded

by the Rivers Clyde and Leven,

Dumbarton Castle has borne

witness to much of Scotland’s

turbulent history. (HS)

17. The ship-building industry

was once very strong on the

River Clyde. The two sites of the

Scottish Maritime Museum

at Dumbarton and

at Irvine

reveal this history.

£

£

£

£

HISTORY &
HERITAGE
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